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Overview

• Ohio Healthy Homes and Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Program.

• Public Health response to childhood lead exposure.

• Lead safe housing fund progress.
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Central Ohio Family

•Two children 
diagnosed with lead 
poisoning.

•Both hospitalized.

Source: CDC
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Lead exposure in children 
can cause:
• Damage to the brain and nervous 

system.
• Slowed growth and development.
• Learning and behavior problems.
• Hearing and speech problems.

This can cause:
• Lower IQ.
• Decreased ability to pay attention.
• Underperformance in school.
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Source: CDC



Department of
Health

Governor DeWine:

“Every child in Ohio deserves to 
live a fulfilling life where they 
have the opportunity to reach 

their God-given potential.”
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Key Recommendation:

Adopt CDC’s blood lead reference value of 3.5 µg/dL.

• Ohio Administrative Code rule changes effective July 1, 2023.

• Changes align Ohio with the CDC Blood Lead Reference Value.

• Public health actions for EBLL cases commenced July 1, 2023.
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Enhanced Services

• A home visit by a public health professional and education about 
lead exposure.

• Awareness of environmental intervention options available from 
local, state, and federal lead hazard control and rehabilitation 
programs.

• Links to the Lead Abatement Tax Credit Program, early intervention 
services, Help Me Grow programs, and other resources.
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Families Reached

~ 1,500 
These are families who were 
previously ineligible for these 
services.
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Workforce – Lead Abatement Workers

•Reduced training hours to 16, down from 24.

•ODH subsidizes training, licensure, exam fees.
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Workforce Growth

Result: 16% increase in 
workforce since 2023!

> 1,500 individuals today
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No. Children < Age 6 with EBLL > 10µg/dL

1999 = 8,968
2022 = 841

91% Reduction!
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SHIP Target 2020-2022
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Abating Lead

•Grants offered through the Ohio Healthy 
Homes and Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Program.

•Typical grant, on average = $30,000.
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Lead Poisoned Child Referrals

• 10µg/dL or greater results.

oCases in this range are known as lead poisoned child cases. 

oChildhood Lead Exposure Questionnaire.

oOnsite Lead Inspection/Risk Assessment (LIRA).

oPublic Health Lead Investigator will respond to these cases.
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Jurisdiction Cases Completed 
Questionnaires 

Completed Cases Percent Complete

ODH 880 460 834 94.77

Delegated 
Authorities

1294 483 1017 78.59

Total 2174 943 1851 85.14

Elevated Blood Lead Level Cases 

Ohio has 85% case completion rate!
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Ohio Lead Safe Housing Fund (LSHF)

• General Revenue Fund (GRF) and American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funding for local high-risk communities.

• Funding dedicated to childhood lead poisoning prevention 
activities in high-risk zip codes.

• Fifteen local subrecipients were selected in a competitive bid 
process. Working on 16 total projects.

• Contracts awarded in November 2023.
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LSHF Subrecipients
• Cincinnati Health Department.
• Cleveland Department of Public 

Health.
• Columbus Department of 

Development.
• City of Toledo.
• Clark County Combined Health 

District.
• Corporation for Ohio Appalachian 

Development.
• Erie County Health Department.
• Franklin County Health 

Department.
• Hamilton County General Health 

District.
• Historic South Initiative (2 awards).
• Maumee Valley Habitat for 

Humanity.
• Metro Health Systems.
• Ohio Healthy Homes Network.
• People Working Cooperatively.
• West Ohio Community Action 

Partnership.
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Examples of LSHF Projects

Lead poisoning prevention 
marketing, 

education/outreach, 
physician education.

Workforce Development at 
the community level.

Collaboration, partnership, 
coalition building. 

Coordinating ODH funds 
with local housing 

grants (HUD, CDBG).



Department of
Health

House Bill 45 – Coronavirus State and Local Recovery Funds 

• Also known as American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding.

• $150 million allocated to the Ohio Department of Development (ODOD).

• $20 million set aside for ODH.

• Funds to support:
o Lead-safe building certification.
oScreening and testing for lead poisoning.
oEducation and community engagement.
oEarly intervention for children and families impacted by lead.
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ODH ARPA Funding

• Funding must be encumbered by September 30, 
2024. 

• Collaboration with ODOD and Office of Budget and 
Management.

• $17 million of $20 million encumbered as of March 
31, 2024.
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ODH ARPA Funding Examples
• Examples of funded projects include:

o Local lead renovation projects.  

oDistribution of cleaning kits and High Efficiency Particulate Air (HEPA) 
vacuums.

oStatewide marketing campaign.

oStatewide distribution of storyboard books.

oHealth equity projects.
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YouTube
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Billboards
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Social Media
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Campaign Delivery – Fall 2023
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New Hampshire 
Department of 
Health and 
Human Services

Offered in eight 
languages.
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ODH.OHIO.GOV
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QUESTIONS?
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